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Photo 1 : A bridge on the mountain line when it was a wooden bridge
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The Oji Light Railroad (commonly known as the “Yamasen (meaning: Mountain Line)” is a Light standard and dedicated
rail line used from 1908 to 1951. Starting from the Oji Paper Tomakomai Mill, it connected the Oji Paper Hydroelectric
Power Plant upstream of the Chitose River and the shores of Lake Shikotsu. The Yamasen originally transported
construction materials for the power plant and wood harvested from around Lake Shikotsu, but later it was also used for
passenger transport.

The Red railway bridge built on the shores of Lake Shikotsu is commonly known as the “Yamasen Railway Bridge”and
is one of the symbols of Lake Shikotsu. It was originally a wooden bridge, but was replaced with a British-made iron
bridge in 1923 which was built over Sorcahi River in 1899. As it is the oldest Iron Bridge in Hokkaido, it was recognized
as a “civil engineering heritage site” in 2018 by the Japanese Society of Civil Engineers. When the Yamasen was in use,
the current location was the turnaround for the train reversing from the Kohan Station which was opposite shore of the
Chitose River. To learn more, the “Oji Light Railroad Museum Yamasen Kohan-e” next to the Lake Shikotsu Visitor center
exhibits the detailed description of the day,.

ight standard railway : A railway that is constructed at a lower cost and has simpler standards than general railways with a track spacing of less than 1067 mm.
edicated railway : A railway that is possessed and used by aparticular party and is not used by an unspecified number of passengers or shippers
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Shikotsu - Toya National Park

Let's take a look at the river ecosystem.

Many creatures live in the underwater forest where
aquatic plants grow.

Let's all protect it carefully.

Rivers contain underwater plant communities that can be called cradles for living things.
Observe it so you don't get into it unne rily and cause damage. The species listed here
are distributed in freshwater all over Japan, but the "Chitosebikamo" habitat is limited. In
addition, only the "Cybernidae" are "algae" like kelp, and the others are "plants (aquatic
plants)" with leaves, stems, and roots.

Chitosebaikamo is a species endemic to Hokkaido, distributed in Oshima, Hiyama, Iburi,
Ishikari, Tokachi, Kushiro, and Abashiri. It is a submerged perennial that rarely grows in
shallow clear streams, and its small white flowers resembling plums bloom on the surface of
the water from July to August.
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Both animals that originally lived in Lake Shikotsu and Chitose River and animals that
were introduced from other places live there.

The three species below are domestic invasive species that did not originally exist in
Lake Shikotsu. Be careful not to bring in any species that are not naturally present.
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